Welcoming remarks by Dr. A. Muusya Mwinzi, Director General NEMA and GEF Focal Point – Kenya, During the opening of the GEF Country Support Programme Sub-Regional Workshop for East and Southern Africa. 19th to 21st May 2009 At The Sarova Stanley Hotel, Nairobi, Kenya.
The Representatives of the GEF 
Representatives of GEF implementing agencies,

GEF National Focal Points,
Distinguished Participants, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,
It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to Kenya for this important sub- regional workshop. On my behalf and that of the government and the people of Kenya, I take this opportunity to thank the organizers of this workshop for choosing Kenya to host.
Mr. Chairman

As you are aware from past experience these sub-regional workshops have become very crucial and important activity within the annual calendar of GEF events for national focal points. It serves as a key forum for sharing experiences and appraising each other on national programmes and activities. 
The forum also provides us an opportunity to share and learn from best practices, exchange views on how to overcome the challenges facing focal points and sustainable environmental management in general.
Further it is a ideal forum to explore areas of cooperation between members to address common environmental problems. 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Kenya recognizes the importance of cooperation at sub-regional, regional and indeed globally in addressing common challenges. 
Our sub-regions are facing a wide range of environmental challenges such as increasing frequency and severity of droughts, floods and famine due to climate change, deforestation due to over harvesting of timber and clearing of forests for agriculture and settlements, pollution of water bodies due to industrialization and urbanization, loss of biodiversity due to overexploitation of preferred species and destruction of habitats as well as pollution and degradation of coastal resources due to human activities. These and many other challenges require our joint efforts. In this regard, I wish to thank the GEF for the support it continues to give our countries to implement programmes and projects aimed at addressing these challenges. 
Mr Chairman,

Kenya has received considerable financial assistance from the GEF to implement projects addressing environmental challenges covering most, if not all, GEF focal areas at national, sub-regional, regional and global levels. 
Some of these projects include:
At National level;
i. Improved Conservation and Governance for Kenya Coastal Forest Protected Area System;

ii. Support to the Implementation of the National Biosafety Framework;

iii. Removal of Barriers to Energy Conservation and Energy Efficiency in Small and Medium Scale Enterprises;

iv. Market Transformation for Efficient Biomass Stoves for Institutions and Small and Medium-Scale Enterprises;

v. Enabling Activities for the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs): National Implementation Plan for Kenya; Strategic Investment Program for SLM in Sub-Saharan Africa (SIP);
At Sub Regional and Regional level;
i. Nile Transboundary Environmental Action Project (NTEAP);

ii. Greening the Tea Industry in East Africa;

iii. Programme for the Agulhas and Somali Current Large Marine Ecosystems: Agulhas and Somali Current Large Marine Ecosystems Project (ASCLMEs);

iv. Southwest Indian Ocean Fisheries Project (SWIOFP);

v. Lake Victoria Environmental Management Programme ;

At Global level ;
i. Conservation & Management of Pollinators for Sustainable Agriculture through an Ecosystem Approach;
ii. Photovoltaic Market Transformation Initiative (IFC).
The above serves to illustrate Kenyas commitment to work and cooperate with the Global Environment Facility, GEF implementing agencies and GEF member countries within and outside our  sub-region to enhance sustainable environment management and improve the livelihoods of our people. Through this cooperation we are able to generate community, national, sub-regional, regional and global benefits.
Distinguished participants 

It is worth noting that most countries in the East and Southern African subregions have not been able to access notable resources from the GEF in some focal areas such as POPs. This forum should spend some time to discuss ways and means of improving on this area.

I hope that you will get time to interact and share your experiences with a view to strengthening each other and enhancing cooperation. On our part we are keen to learn from your experiences so that we may improve on our performance.
In conclusion I once again welcome you all to Kenya and hope that you will learn something when you go for the field trip on Thursday in addition to enjoying the beautiful scenery of our countryside.

Thank you for your attention. Karibuni Kenya.
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