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Cuba: Adaptation Experiences

Sub-regional workshop for GEF Focal Points in the Caribbean

June 16-19, 2009

Barbados
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Vulnerability and Adaptation

Primary Areas for Study and Investigation

· Understanding of Current Climatic Variability, as crucial stage of the adaptation process

· Assimilation and implementation of climatic and biophysical models

· Evaluation and control of uncertainties associated with climate change

· Water resources, agriculture, coastal zones, human health, biodiversity and human settlements;
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Vulnerability and Adaptation

Primary Results (IV)

Project RLA/01/G31 *Capacity Building for Stage II of Climate Change Adaptation in Central America, Mexico and Cuba*

Climate Change Adaptation and the process of drought in Las Tunas

· Persistence of the drought phenomenon (scientific element)

· Food Vulnerability and Local Development (socioeconomic)

· Priority of the Cuban State (strategic)

· Viability/Rationality (practical)
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Vulnerability and Adaptation

Primary Results (IV)

Stages of Investigation

Action ----- Adaptation Policies ---- Political Will and Community Participation

Decision ----- Future Vulnerability ----- Climatic and Socio-economic scenarios

Understanding----- Current Vulnerability ----- Pertaining to territory, by resources and high-sensitivity sectors

Socio-economic Poll --------  Key players (population, crops, informal and formal key informants) 929 interviewees in 57 settlements with 73,577 inhabitants and 101 farms (geo-referenced information)

Data/Information ----- Territorial Diagnostic ---------- Natural conditions, environment, dangers, population, technical infrastructure, basic services, economy, human settlements

170 indicators identified in the questionnaires

Key indicator selection and elaboration of general indicators for analysis
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Vulnerability and Adaptation

Primary Results (V)

The aformentioned have not been the only efforts regarding the issue of climate change adaptation:

· Investigations developed under the System of Programs and Projects of Cuba

· Projects related to the study of the problem of wetlands in Cuba

· Studies related to the economic evaluation of the impacts and adaptation

· Investigations developed regarding forested areas
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MITIGATION

Results of the Energy Revolution

Search for renewable resources

With national efforts, new studies with macroeconomic and sector specific studies were carried out and inventory-mitigation links were established
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The Second National Communications Program

New Elements (I)

· Development of experiments to improve emissions parameters

· Improve information regarding categories with greater uncertainty

· Re-do macro-economic scenarios taking into account economic policy and environmental elements

· Carryout analysis of obstacles for program and action implementation

· Identify national potential for mitigation in the principle economic and social sectors;
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The Second National Communications Program

New Elements (II)

· Carryout studies to identify collateral benefits of the options and actions and their link to the National Environmental Strategy and the programs to attach more sustainable development

· Carryout a self-evaluation about the need to transfer mitigation-related technology and climate change adaptation

· Prioritize the design of an education, formation and communication strategy

· Carryout an integrated evaluation exercise concerning vulnerability to climate change;
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THANKS VERY MUCH!!!

QUESTIONS?

