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Hon Minister

Officials of the Global Environment Facility

GEF Operational Focal Point

Distinguished Guests
Ladies and Gentlemen

It is an honour and privilege for me to welcome you to the GEF Country Support Programmes 2009 Sub-Regional Workshop for West and Central African and an opportunity for Ghana to host the meeting for the first time.
The Global Environment Facility (GEF) is a global partnership which includes international institutions, non-governmental organizations (NGO’s) and the private sector. It was established to address global environmental issues while supporting sustainable development initiatives in the areas of biodiversity, climate change, international waters, land degradation, ozone layer and persistent organic pollutants. GEF is also the designated financial mechanism for a number of Multi-lateral Environmental Agreements (MEA) or conventions.
Since the establishment of the GEF Ghana like other developing countries represented here have benefitted from GEF resources for community, natural, regional and global projects.

Ghana between 1992 and February 2008 through the GEF Small Grants Programme was a beneficiary of 110 projects which were deemed highly relevant to GEF and beneficiaries needs. The projects brought global environmental issues to local people and contributed to environmental awareness and capacity of Government institutions, NGOs and communities. You will have the opportunity to visit a number of these communities and see for yourselves how the local communities are helping to protect the global environment and improving their livelihoods. 
At the national level, Ghana obtained support for 19 projects made of US$56,872,669 grant funds and co-financing resources of US$326,529,323 covering four GEF focal areas.  Ghana also benefitted from 27 regional and global projects involving GEF grant funds of US$185,192,602 and co-financing of US$1,177,747,033.
Despite these benefits to Ghana and other developing countries, they feel that GEF Resource Allocation Framework under GEF 4 was not favourable to them in the funds allocated to meet their needs in addressing environmental issues of global concern.
We hope, if you permit me Honourable Ministers to speak on your behalf that the revised scenarios for the system for Transparent Allocation of Resources (STAR) in GEF 5 will address the limitations of GEF 4 RAF and take on board the concerns of developing countries to enable them address their urgent environmental problems.
It is my hope that the workshop will help improve the understanding of GEF operations for the smooth implementation of GEF funded projects.

Once again you are welcome and I wish you fruitful deliberations.

Thank you.
