OPENING SPEECH BY MRS RUTH H. MOLLEL, PERMANENT SECRETARY VICE PRESIDENT’S OFFICE AT THE GEF NATIONAL DIALOGUE INITIATIVE WORKSHOP, DAR ES SALAAM INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE CENTRE 12th – 14th  OCTOBER 2009

Mr. Chairman,

Country Director UNDP, Mr. Alain Noudehou,

Country Director of the World Bank,

Ambassadors,

GEF Secretariat,

Permanent Secretaries,

Distinguished participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen.

It gives me great pleasure and honour to be with you this morning to officiate the opening ceremony of this important Workshop on GEF National Dialogue Initiative. My first task is to welcome you all, and express my sincere appreciation to all of you for availing your valuable time to participate in this workshop, despite your other equally important commitments.  Your presence here is a sign of your commitment and dedication towards increasing awareness about GEF strategies, policies and procedures in the sustainable development context of Tanzania, achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and poverty reduction programmes. I extend a warm welcome to you all and wish you fruitful deliberations for the three days in Dar es Salaam

Mr. Chairman, 

Our lives are intimately connected to the environment and our survival and that of future generations depends on the harmonious relationship with the natural environment. As the human population continues to grow, demands on the natural resources and services of the environment increase.  There is no doubt that human activities have a remarkable contribution to environmental degradation in various ways. These include:-  unsustainable production activities in agriculture, livestock keeping, and fishing; uncontrolled felling of trees for firewood and charcoal; unsustainable irrigation; frequent and uncontrolled burning of forests; soil and water pollution arising from industrial, agricultural and domestic effluents; and unsustainable mining activities are some of the factors that contribute to environmental degradation. Moreover, alterations on the composition of gases in the atmosphere due to air pollution arising from burning of coal, oil, and natural gas in transportation, power generation and industrial activities have resulted into global warming and climate change, and depletion of Ozone layer with severe consequences to our lives. Such environmental problems impinge on the quality of environment of which life, health and economic development are dependent, hence posing threats to attaining the goal of National Strategy for Growth and Reduction of Poverty and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). We all know, there is a very close relationship between poverty and environmental degradation.  Environmental degradation leads to widespread poverty; equally, poverty is a habitual cause of environmental degradation as it undermines people's capacity to manage resources wisely.  Tanzania being a poor country is challenged with increasing rates of environmental degradation. I urge all stakeholders to accelerate efforts geared towards reducing environmental degradation as we fight against poverty.

Mr. Chairman 

I am aware that GEF is an independent financial organization that provides grants to developing countries for projects that benefit the global environment and promote sustainable livelihoods in local communities and that GEF projects address six complex global environmental issues including Climate Change; Biodiversity; International Waters; Land Degradation; The Ozone Layer; and Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs). Indeed, these are the major environmental challenges facing the world today. Tanzania is involved in implementing various initiatives associated with these global environmental challenges.

On behalf of the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania, I would like to express our sincere gratitude to GEF and the Implementing Agencies UNDP, World Bank, UNIDO, UNEP,FAO, IFAD, and ADB for supporting various Projects in Tanzania aiming at poverty reduction and sustainable environmental management.  

Mr Chairman

The objectives of this workshop is to increase awareness about the GEF  strategies, policies and procedures in the sustainable development context of Tanzania among a broad array of national stakeholders; and to Build capacity of National Governmental and Non-Governmental Partners to fully integrate global environmental concerns and GEF project results into national development plans by strengthening national ownership, coordination, and communications regarding GEF matters; This workshop is an important forum towards assessing national priorities and effectiveness of GEF4 in terms of projects approved/implemented and providing a platform in anticipation of GEF5. 

Mr. Chairman,

It encourages me to see a wide range of Sectors, Local Government Authorities, Development Partners, Non Governmental Organizations, Public and Private Sectors, Media and individuals represented at this workshop. This wide range representation will enable this workshop to come out with realistic, viable and operational Programmes for effective Environmental Management and poverty reduction among the Tanzanian communities. Your experience and institutional background are extremely important for this dialogue.  

Mr. Chairman,

Let me take this opportunity to commend the organizers of this workshop, and once again thank GEF and UNDP for their financial support to this workshop. Your continued support is a reflection of your commitment towards better environmental management for the current and future generations. 

Distinguished participants, ladies and gentlemen, with these remarks, I now have the pleasure to declare the GEF National Dialogue Initiative, officially opened.  

I wish you fruitful deliberations for the coming three days of the workshop.

I thank you all for your kind attention.
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