CLOSING REMARKS BY MR. MBARAK ABDULWAKIL, DEPUTY PERMANENT SECRETARY, VICE PRESIDENT’S OFFICE, AT THE GEF NATIONAL DIALOGUE INITIATIVE WORKSHOP, DAR ES SALAAM INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE CENTRE, 12TH- 14TH OCTOBER 2009

GEF Secretariat,

Distinguished Participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Dear Colleagues

It is my privilege to bring this remarkable GEF National Dialogue Initiative to a close.

Over these two days, it has been heartening to see such a prominent group of hard working women and men from GEF Secretariat, Government, International Organizations, Donor Community, programmes/projects, Academia and Research Institution, business, civil society and the media.

I am encouraged by your willingness and commitment to share and openly discuss GEF policies, opportunities, actions and challenges. This has been made possible through well-crafted presentations, working group discussions, exercises and presentations. Working together in this way to address the challenges facing our partnership today, is very important for achieving sustainable development and MDGs.

That is why this Workshop has produced important results.

Through groundbreaking presentations, the GEF secretariat has made clearly its policies, strategies, operations and opportunities. The Government, civil societies and project representatives have shared their experiences in dealing with GEF, and their good practices. Together we have chatted and shared challenges and lessons learnt in this partnership. In this way we carve a way for a better working environment, strengthen our network, and hence force open a door for many new projects. 

You have made commitment to improve your partnership and work more actively. This is very important for the future of GEF and prosperity of our society. Yes as we all know, actions speak louder than words, so as we walk away from this important workshop, let us each do our share to give practical meaning to our commitment.

I call on our partner from GEF to continue smoothening the GEF arrangement so that it can subsequently bare practical results on the ground for the prosperity of the society today and the future generations. Yes, tightening rules and guidelines is very important for the future of the Organization, but practical results on the ground are also important, to make the whole thing meaningful. So let us strike the balance between the two. I therefore argue you to take the challenges and lessons leant to help you to further improve GEF.

I call on my colleagues from the Government of Tanzania to take with them the lessons learnt in this workshop and use it to improve our engagement with GEF for the betterment of our society. It is my expectations that this workshop will act as a catalyst to enhance country involvement in the GEF and hence more GEF projects and better environment.

I call on Civil Societies, Research Institutions and Private Sector to seize the opportunities availed by GEF in this workshop and use them to improve their respective areas of engagement for the betterment of our society.

I call on UN Organizations and the World Bank to take the outcome of this workshop for improvement of their role of bridging the partnership between Governments and GEF.

Last but not least, I call on the Donor representatives to take the good practices availed in the workshop back to their country to demonstrate the value for their money. In this way strengthen our partnership in building a better planet.

Finally, let me thank the organizers of this workshop for the very commendable work they have done. They have made our two days here very productive. Let us clap together for them!

With this few remarks, I now declare the GEF National Dialogue Initiative Workshop formally closed.

Asanteni Sana! 
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