WELCOME REMARKS; DURING THE GEF NATIONAL DIALOGUE INITIATIVE PARTICIPANTS VISIT TO THE TaTEDO SUSTAINABLE ENERGY AND DEVELOPMENT CENTER. MBEZI JUU DAR ES SALAAM.

14th October 2009

E.N. Sawe, Executive Director, TaTEDO at: edirector@tatedo.org or energy@tatedo.org
Excellencies,

Head of GEF Delegation to Tanzania,

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure and honor to welcome you all to this Energy Centre, a centre  in its very early stages of development with the purpose of SE technologies demonstration, training, adaptive research and emerging knowledge publications. We are greatly honored to receive such distinguished guests; it is a very special day for this young centre and TaTEDO as a whole. On behalf of the Centre management and that of TaTEDO members, Board and Management, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all and specifically to the organizers, the Vice President’s Office and the UNDP/GEF Tanzania Country Office for making this visit possible.

Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

As you will note, the centre is demonstrating a number of sustainable energy technologies which could have huge impact in contributing to energy access, conserve forests, and reduce poverty. The technologies could also contribute to mitigation and adaptation to climate change if they will be promoted and used on a large scale, particularly in rural areas. You will also note that the performance of these technologies could be further improved, that is one of the purposes of the centre. The Centre is working closely with different stakeholders including Universities, practitioners to research on how to improve and promote the technologies. Some of the technologies are already in use in different villages and urban areas.  I am pleased to note that, some of the partners from different districts, regions and NGOs we are collaborating with are part of this delegation. 

As you are already aware, Tanzania is rich in energy resources, however, its population has very low access to modern energy services, more than 90 percent of its people depend on biomass, firewood, charcoal and residues, electricity access is very low less than 15 percent. In rural areas where more than 80 percent of its 40 million population is living, access is only 2 percent. Human energy remains predominant source of energy for social and economic activities like agriculture and transport.

This situation is seriously constraining efforts to: reduce poverty, bring about economic growth,  conserve the environment and achieve the MDGs. 

The activities of this centre are geared towards contributing to the technological, knowledge and skills needed to address the energy poverty and related issues  the country is facing.  
Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

For several years, TaTEDO the owner of this centre has benefited from the long term support of different development partners such as the EU/Hivos, Norwegian Government, UNDP, GEF SGP, and UNEP for implementing various energy and environment conservation programmes. The support has contributed to improving energy access in several areas we are working in the country. TaTEDO is now working in more than 60 villages in the regions of Coast, Tanga, Morogoro, Kilimanjaro, Arusha, Rukwa, Mwanza and Shinyanga. During our field work, need for adapting some of the technologies to local situation do arise, and this can only be undertaken in an energy dedicated centre like this, where there are appropriate expertise and facilities.

Centre Capacity.

The capacity of this Centre as you will note is still very limited, the centre lack adequate infrastructure i.e. buildings, personnel and working facilities. Efforts to address such limitation are ongoing through the center’s own efforts to raise funds through its different services; however rapid progress cannot be achieved without support from the government and our development partners.

The center has already carried out several notable activities, they include among others, facilitating technology transfer through trainings by experts from: 

· Mali on  Energy services platform

· Vietnam on VACVINA biogas plant

· India, on  Compact biogas plant, 

· South Africa on stoves testing skills

· Later this month there will be technology transfer by experts from Bolivia, large size solar drier.

More than 100 Tanzanians have benefited through training  from these efforts.

Different training resource materials and trainers guides have been prepared for different trainings which are being organized by this centre capacity building.

Presently collaboration efforts with the University of Dar es Salaam and that of Norway is on going to test different technologies and develop a system of continuous operation, testing, studying and documenting the performance for further technology improvement.

Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

You will also visit stoves and liner production workshops after your visit to this centre, the workshop represent one of the many workshops supported by TaTEDO in Dar es Salaam and in some towns in the country. Such workshops are producing more than 20, 000 improved charcoal stoves every month on commercial basis. This is almost a self sustaining industry producing and marketing stoves through entrepreneurs. However lots of efforts are required to improve the production facilities and marketing systems in order to improve the quality of stoves and marketing system. Also additional financing is necessary for increasing business capital and affordability of energy technologies. 

For large scale uptake of  the proven technologies, more focused efforts will be put in establishing, developing and strengthening partnership with local authorities and  sustainable energy groups/enterprises and Community Centers for  Sustainable Energy Enterprises Services (COSEESE), to ensure the sustainability of services from such technologies. The community centers will be empowered with the following key functions:

· To support rural capacities in sustainable energy technologies and related businesses.

· To support and enhance rural population large scale access to sustainable modern energy services.

· To facilitate rural population access to credit and banking facilities for productive and consumptive energy technologies and services financing.
Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The following technologies and service practices will be involved in TaTEDO, Centre and different partners collaborative efforts to scale up, replicate and mainstream energy technologies in the country. They include: 

· Growing of multi-purpose energy trees and crops. 

· Improved wood fuels stoves (Charcoal and firewood).

· Biogas plants for fuel and electricity generation.

· Improved charcoal production skills for green charcoal and briquettes production from forest and agriculture residues.

· Rural electrification with wind, solar, bio-fuels and small hydro.

· Capacity enhancement of this centre, TaTEDO and her local partners to fully take up their role in a competent and effective manner. 

As we are are all aware, the challenges of energy access, poverty reduction, and fighting climate change are huge but also avail many opportunities. This centre and TaTEDO fully recognize the importance of collaborative partnership. The many challenges faced by this sector can only be addressed through strong collaboration among institutions and sectors at all levels. 

Increased partnerships are particularly important in helping efforts such as these at the center and TaTEDO to be mainstreamed into broader development strategies and frameworks. Energy as a cross-cutting issue by its nature requires participation from all development sectors in order to maximize its impact on development.

To conclude my brief remarks; we would like to sincerely thank you for this visit. It is my hope all will have something to learn and hopefully contribute in our efforts to facilitate increased access to modern energy services for the marginalized communities in Tanzania.

Thank you very much for your attention, 

I wish you a successful and enjoyable visit.
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