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Opening Statement by Hon. Benny Allen, Minister for Environment and Conservation on occasion of the Opening of the Sub-Regional Workshop and Constituency Meeting for GEF Focal Points Pacific SIDS.
Distinguished Guests, Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

I warmly welcome you all to our country, Papua New Guinea! 

 

I am pleased that we are hosting, for the first time, our GEF Constituency Meeting here in Port Moresby. 

 

I thank the GEF and UNDP for their support. I also thank the Country Support Program for their assistance in organizing this meeting.

 

I acknowledge the delegations from Indonesia and the Philippines who continue to be our strong partners at the GEF. 

 

I welcome the Ambassadors of Federated States of Micronesia and Samoa for their presence and also acknowledge all of our friends from the Pacific. 

 

Distinguished Guests 

 

Today the human family is faced with some very big challenges. These challenges require not only national efforts but also strong international partnerships. 

 

Countries will have to work closely with each other. I am also pleased that we have in attendance our development partners, international organizations like the UN and its agencies along with the World Bank. I say this because the only way we can effectively meet the global challenges I mentioned is if we work together - an important aspect which MDG 8 asks us to do!  

 

In this context the GEF also provides an important platform to facilitate the partnerships I refer to. As a funding mechanism for many of the Multilateral Environmental Agreements, the GEF has helped us confront the massive challenges we face. We remain grateful for this support but I am also sure that more can be done! 

 

From large projects in Indonesia and Philippines to smaller ones in the Pacific, the GEF and its implementing agencies have shown that from limited resource, good strong projects can be developed to produce “global environmental benefits”.

 

I say “limited resources” because unless the GEF is adequately resourced then its work cannot be effectively carried out. We need to support efforts to create larger funding mechanisms as proposed in the context of the global Climate Change discussions. However, we also need to be mindful that in many of our countries, the adverse impacts are immediate and felt on a daily basis. Part of the larger response mechanisms include the continuing work which the GEF funds. 

 

I therefore call upon donors to strongly support the GEF’s continuing work in many of our countries.

 

Distinguished Guests 

 

The Pacific story is well known but that story must be addressed by each Pacific country having its project proposals approved as a matter of urgency. 

 

I am also aware through TV and the print media of the similar environmental problems confronted in the Philippines and Indonesia but on a larger scale.

 

Again, I say that the GEF has an important role to play in helping our countries.

 

I also believe strongly that the Small Grants Programs must continue to be supported and strengthened to play its vital role. The SGP continues to be the ‘strongest face’ of the GEF to many millions of people around the world. This must include the peoples of our constituency.  

 

Distinguished Guests and Delegates

 

The work you all undertake is extremely important. If there is one thing I would urge you all to keep in mind while you work is that in very simple terms behind every environmental issue and problem they are many human faces. But it is also humans who are part of the solution.

 

In the end the “global environmental benefits” must benefit the larger human family which we are all a part of. That is why your work is very important!

 

I wish you well for this Meeting.

 Thank you. 
