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OPENING SPEECH

Vice Minister of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment

For the Sub-regional Workshop for GEF Focal Points in Asia

Ha Noi, Viet Nam, 10 -12 March 2010

Mr. William Ehlers, Representative of GEF Secretariat,

Ms. Seemin Qayum and Ms. Frances Lim, Representatives of GEF Country Support Programme,

Mr. Aaron Zazueta, Representative of GEF Evaluation Office,

Mr. Mikko Ollikainen, Representative of Adaptation Fund Board Secretariat,

Mr. Sameer Karki, Representative of UNDP,

Mr. Christophe Crepin and Mr. Jiang Ru, Representatives of the World Bank,

Mr. Patrick Durst, Representative of FAO,

Mr. Heinz Leuenberger, Representative of UNIDO,

Mr. Max Zieren and Mr. Jonathan Gilman, Representatives of UNEP.

Dear participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment (MONRE), I wish to welcome you to the Sub-regional Workshop for GEF Focal Points in Asia, which has been organized for here in Hanoi.

Firstly, allow me to express our gratitude to the GEF Secretariat and the Country Support Programme for all the arrangements they have made during the organization of this important workshop. Special thanks also to GEF Implementing Agencies of GEF Focal Points for their participation in this workshop.

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Global environmental problems, such as ozone layer depletion, global warming, endangered species, marine pollution, and the transboundary movement of hazardous wastes, have been increasing, bringing great concern to many countries. Climate change, in particular, has impacted heavily on human well-being. The objective of the COP 15 meeting organized last year in Copenhagen was to strive for a global effort in the fight against climate change. 

GEF has significantly contributed to resolving many global environmental issues. During its 18 years of operation, GEF has expanded its activities to 180 countries. The support of GEF in its six focal areas has brought many global environmental benefits through the establishment of institutional and policy framework for global environment management, help in building national and institutional capacities to address global environmental problems, and enhancing the mainstreaming and integration of global environmental programs with other sustainable development activities. The implementation of GEF projects has strongly contributed to reducing the risks of climate change, reversing biodiversity loss, preventing ozone depletion, safeguarding international waters, and preventing land degradation.

Along with other countries, Vietnam’s efforts to address its environmental challenges are highly commendable. Vietnam has implemented a number of projects in GEF focal areas, which have brought both national and global environmental benefits. With the support of GEF, Vietnam has established institutional and legal framework for environmental management and enhanced national capacities in responding to environmental issues. GEF assistance will continue to play an important role in Vietnam in the short and longer-term future.

Created by the GEF secretariat through the Country Support Programme, the Sub-regional Workshop for GEF Focal Points opening today will act as a forum to gather and exchange information, in order to better understand GEF and its operations, in particular its innovations, and other aspects that are likely to impact on the course of our operations. Additionally, the workshop will provide the opportunity for GEF Asia countries to share best practices in the implementation of GEF projects. 

The GEF Replenishment 5 will start on July 2010 with many new policies and strategic objectives. The workshop will provide an opportunity for GEF Focal Points to familiarize itself with the changes made to country planning in GEF 5, in order to ensure global environmental benefits can be attained through our efforts. I do hope that the experiences gained from GEF Replenishment 4 will help countries to smoothly implement GEF projects under GEF 5.

It is our wish that at the end of this workshop, there will be a stronger understanding of how the GEF works in support of our global environmental activities, and the benefits that can be obtained by all countries.

Thank you for your hard work in preparing for this workshop and thanks also to the Country Support Programme for making all the arrangements. 

We wish you a successful workshop and thank you for giving us the opportunity to participate.







