Ladies and Gentlemen, Esteemed Members of the GEF Secretariat, Representatives of the International Organizations, and Representatives of the Caribbean Region.

It is a great honour for my country and me to bring to a close this meeting, this sub-regional workshop. 
Here we are, at the end of three days of presentations and discussions, over the course of which I had the good fortune of hearing about your accomplishments and successes. I was likewise fortunate to share your suggestions, your concerns and even your frustrations.

I am leaving this meeting filled with enthusiasm and hope, such feelings being inspired and sustained by the renewal I witnessed in the GEF. 

I would have liked to insist on this particular aspect, that the GEF is not only the Secretariat, but also us, the representatives of Caribbean countries and organizations. 

When I refer to the GEF, therefore, I refer to the entire structure, both the Secretariat and the constituency.

I have been fortunate enough to serve as a GEF Operational Focal Point for Haiti more than once, which provided me with an opportunity to experience first hand the changing life of the GEF.  I experienced the former GEF and I am experiencing the new GEF or at least the evolving GEF.
Indeed, we are experiencing an evolution of the GEF! 
At the Secretariat level, the language of the GEF has changed. 
At the Caribbean level, we are experiencing extraordinary participation. Those are new events in the GEF.

The future life of this new GEF will be shaped by our suggestions and our initiatives. In this regard, I appreciate greatly the work of our friends in the Bahamas and Barbados, and I thank them very much.
I wish to be brief and I shall therefore conclude with a work of gratitude to Mrs Monique Barbut and the entire Secretariat. As one says in English, “Keep up the good work”. 
I also wish to thank all of the organizations and all the friends and representatives of the Caribbean region who contributed to the success of this meeting. 
I hope to see you soon and thank you. 
Daniel Brisard

